J anuary 2010 marks the first issue of Hospital Pharmacy published under Thomas Land Publishers, Inc. Transition periods are often fertile opportunities for reflection and evaluation of accomplishments/ limitations, with an eye toward mind ful strategic planning for the future. This experience, though not limited to publishing alone, is an important aspect of strategic planning. Understanding the history of the legacy that we inherit is an essential component in revisiting the mission of a specific endeavor and is imperative when moving forward with a cohesive goal in mind.
In the case of Hospital Pharmacy, there has been a sustained legacy of excellence in publishing. Under the direction of Lippincott publishers and the first editor, Sydney Kahn, Hospital Pharmacy was established in the mid-1960s, representing an independent voice for the hospital pharmacist. Since its inception, there have been 3 innovative and highly respected editors-in-chief: Sydney Kahn, Neil Davis, and Dennis Cada. Numerous reviewers, Advisory Board members, editors, staff, reviewers, and authors have contributed to the peer review process designed to explore the role of the hospital pharmacist in optimizing patient care. Under their guidance and expertise, in conjunction with Facts and Comparisons/ Wolters Kluwer Health, Hospital Pharmacy has maintained its vision as a practitioner-focused journal, encouraging readership interest and awareness of innovative pharmacy practice. Hospital Pharmacy remains one of the most widely read pharmacy journals. Along with Thomas Land Publishers and the company of many dedicated professionals mentioned above, I am honored to participate in the continuing legacy of excellence of Hospital Pharmacy.
Over the last several decades, the practice of health care and phar macy has dramatically evolved, in fluenced by the advances of technol ogy and the application of a dy na mic knowledge base. As the boun da ries of our national health system grow and merge, the role of health systems pharmacists re mains constant-directed toward optimizing patient care and safety through the promotion of rational therapy. I welcome readers and au thors to contribute to the ever-growing legacy of Hospital Pharmacy.
